Where Is Your Heart? 

THEME:  You can tell where a person's heart is by how he spends his time and his money. 

OBJECT:  A Checkbook

SCRIPTURE:  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  Luke 12:34 

I'm sure that most of you know what this is.  It is a checkbook.  You probably don't have a checkbook, but your mom and dad do, and I am sure that you have seen them use it many times.  Most of us don't like to carry a lot of money around with us, so we put our money in the bank and when we need to buy something, we just write a check to pay for it.  Now, it is very important to keep track of all of the checks we have written so that we don't spend more money than we have in the bank.  Every time I write a check, I write down in this checkbook who I wrote the check to and for how much money.  That way I have a record of exactly how much money I have spent and how I spent it. 

You know, you can tell a lot about a person by looking at their checkbook.  You can tell what is really important to a person by how they spend their money.   Let's look in my checkbook and see where I have written checks.  Hmmm, here is one to the Joe's Pizza House, here is another to the Dairy Queen, and another to Burger King, and here's one to Taco Bueno, here's one to the Chinese Kitchen.  In one brief look at my checkbook, you have learned two things about my family.  My wife and I both like to eat, and neither of us likes to cook.  Yes, you can tell a lot about a person by reading their checkbook. 

Jesus said, "Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also."  The heart is a symbol for love, isn't it?  So what Jesus was saying is that you can tell what a person really loves by what he treasures the most.  How do you know what a person treasures the most?  Do you ask them what the most important thing is in their life?  No, I think there are two ways you can tell what is most important to a person.  The first is how they spend their money and the second is how they spend their time. 

If we say that we love God, but spend every cent we have on ourselves, do we love God or self?  If we say that we love God, but we never spend any time with Him, do we really love Him?  Jesus said that we should love our neighbor as ourselves.  If we say that we love our neighbor but we never share what God has given us with them, do we really love our neighbor?  You don't learn what a person's treasure is by asking them.  You learn by watching how they spend their time and their money.  Look at the things you spend your time and money on and then ask yourself, "What do I treasure?  Where is my heart?" 

Dear Jesus, help us to make sure that our heart is in the right place.  Help us to show our love for you and for one another in the way we spend our time and our money.  Amen. 
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*We adapted this story by having a checkbook, a date book and a cut out red heart inside of a treasure chest. We asked everyone to get their checkbook out and look at how they spent their money in the past week or their date book to see how they spent their time.
