Middle School Ideas

What’s it all about? – Week Four
Start by tying up a volunteer – use yarn or rope, but something that cannot be broken out of. Tie the person with a series of knots or pieces of rope so that one cut will not release them.

Then talk about selfishness. What is selfishness? What is greed? Give examples of greed or selfishness at various ages – baby, 5-yr-old, preteen, teenager, young adult, and married, parent, retired.

Talk about what greed and selfishness can do to you, to your relationship with others and to your relationship with God. What is the opposite of greed?

How to you stop being greedy?

1.
Need God’s help

2.
Take steps to be generous, share what you have, give to others, put yourself in someone else’s shoes, etc.

Loosen one knot or cut one rope for each thing you could do. Soon the bondage greed and sin has on you will be gone!

Read the story on page 54

Answer questions in book

Money game (at end of lesson)

Give each person $1,000 in $100 bills from a monopoly game or other game, or just list how you would spend $1,000 if you got it and all your bills were paid.

How much would you…

· Spend on electronics (TV, DVD, Ipod, etc.)

· Spend on clothes

· Spend on something else

· Hide under your mattress

· Put in the bank

· Invest in the stock market

· Give to the church

· Give to Hurricane victims

· Give to your parents

· Give to some other charity

· Do something else with

Once the decisions are made – roll the dice to determine how much you would gain or loose in each thing you gave your money to.

If time allows, Read from the Bible – Luke 12:22-34 – this is what comes next after the story of the Rich young fool

This talks about anxiety and worry instead of greed and selfishness.

How do worry and anxiety hurt your relationship with God? What is the opposite of worry?

Memory verse – Luke 12:22-23

Today’s lesson is “It’s all about me.” Is it really all about you?

Extra time? Talk about what you learned these past 4 weeks. Anything?

Money game – student chart

	
	How much?
	Win/lose
	Times what?
	Total (+ or -)

	SPEND
	
	
	
	

	Spend on electronics (TV, DVD, Ipod, etc.)
	
	
	
	

	Spend on clothes
	
	
	
	

	Spend on something else
	
	
	
	

	Other: (list them)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	SAVE
	
	
	
	

	Hide under your mattress
	
	
	
	

	Put in the bank
	
	
	
	

	Invest in the stock market
	
	
	
	

	Other: (list them)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	GIVE
	
	
	
	

	Give to the church
	
	
	
	

	Give to Hurricane victims
	
	
	
	

	Give to your parents
	
	
	
	

	Other: (list them)
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	$1,000
	
	
	


Money game - answer sheet

	
	How much?
	Win/lose
	Times what?
	Total (+ or -)

	SPEND
	
	
	
	

	Spend on electronics (TV, DVD, Ipod, etc.)
	
	Lose
	Roll dice
	-

	Spend on clothes
	
	Lose
	Roll dice
	-

	Spend on something else
	
	Lose
	Roll dice
	-

	Other: (list them)
	
	Lose
	Roll dice
	-

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	SAVE
	
	
	
	

	Hide under your mattress
	
	Heads (Win)

Tails (Lose)
	If win – same amt, if lose – 0
	+ or -

	Put in the bank
	
	Heads (Win)

Tails (Lose)
	Roll dice
	+ or -

	Invest in the stock market
	
	Heads (Win)

Tails (Lose)
	Roll dice
	+ or -

	Other: (list them)
	
	Heads (Win)

Tails (Lose)
	Roll dice
	+ or -

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	GIVE
	
	
	
	

	Give to the church
	
	Win
	Roll dice
	+

	Give to Hurricane victims
	
	Win
	Roll dice
	+

	Give to your parents
	
	Win
	Roll dice
	+

	Other: (list them)
	
	Win
	Roll dice
	+

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	$1,000
	
	
	


After amounts are filled in explain the game.

· Everything you spent is lost. You can’t take it with you. Roll dice to find out how much you lost.

· Everything you gave is won. You can’t take it with you, but you can send it ahead. What you invest in others makes an eternal difference. Roll dice to find out how much you won.

· What you save, can be won or lost. You can make more to give more or you can lose the opportunities that God wanted you to meet.

· If you hid it under your mattress, flip coin to see if won or lost. If won – enter original amount, if lost, enter 0

· For the other categories under save, flip coin to see if won or lost, and then roll dice to see how much was won or lost.
