Script for

How the Brethren in Christ Came to Zimbabwe (and Stayed!)

(To be used with PowerPoint slides)

Slide 1:  How the Brethren in Christ Came to Zimbabwe (and Stayed!)
Slide 2: In 1897, five brave Brethren in Christ missionaries—Bishop Jesse Engle and his wife, Elizabeth, Frances Davidson, Alice Heisey, and Barbara Hershey—boarded a big ship that was headed to the far-off continent of Africa. It took a whole month—four long weeks on the wide, blue sea—for the ship to reach the port of Cape Town. The missionaries prayed. They read their Bibles. And they talked together about what life would be like in their new home.
When the ship finally reached Africa, the five missionaries were very happy to be back on solid ground. 
But their journey wasn’t over yet. 
Slide 3: Now they had to decide where to begin their mission work. Africa is a very big place, and the missionaries didn’t know their way around. However, they had trusted God up to get them to Africa, and they knew He would show them where to go next. 
Bishop Jesse Engle went to see a powerful man named Cecil John Rhodes, who was living near Cape Town. Mr. Rhodes liked Bishop Engle, and so he gave 3,000 acres of land in the Matopo Hills of what is now the country of Zimbabwe to the Brethren in Christ to use as a mission station. This was a place where no other missionaries were preaching about Jesus. 
Slide 4: The missionaries were happy to discover that they could ride on a train from Cape Town to the faraway city of Bulawayo. Unfortunately, the missionaries couldn’t start out right away because it was the rainy season. Mosquitoes were everywhere, biting people and giving them a bad disease called malaria. Finally at the end of April, the group got on the train for Bulawayo, arriving four days later. 
But their journey wasn’t over yet.  
Slide 5: The missionaries lived in a large tent in Bulawayo for two months while they made arrangements with government officials and gathered the supplies they would need. 
Slide 6: Then they loaded up a wagon, 
Slide 7: hitched up a team of donkeys, and headed off once again, this time to their new home 30 miles away.  
Thirty miles from town doesn’t sound very far if you have a car and good roads on which to travel, but in those days, roads which were sometimes just paths through the grass. 
Slide 8: About five miles from where they were going to live, the missionaries’ wagon got stuck in the mud. 
Slide 9: They had to unload the wagon and spend the night. Maybe they were tired and just a bit afraid, but they didn’t give up. The next day, they reached Matopo.  
Their journey was finally over. But the work was just beginning. 

Slide 10: They had to build mud huts in which to live. 
Slide 11: They had to hunt for food and plant a garden. 
Slide 12: And before they could make friends with the people and begin to tell them about Jesus, they had to learn a new language. The African people were kind and curious, crowding around to see what the strangers had brought with them and what they were going to do.
Slide 13: From the very beginning, the missionaries had a worship service every Sunday. They read the Bible and sang hymns in the language of the people. At first only one African family came, but by the next Christmas, the little congregation had grown to ninety people.
Slide 14: The missionaries soon realized it would help the Matabele people if they could read the Bible for themselves. There were no schools of any kind, so the missionaries started to teach the people.
In 1899, three more missionaries arrived to help, and a new mission was started at a place called Entabeni. Then in early 1900, one of the new missionaries, Sara Zook Cress, died from malaria. Two months later, Bishop Engle also became sick and died. Life was hard and dangerous, but that did not keep more missionaries from coming. 

Slide 15: Matabele Christians also faced troubles. Sometimes members of their families or villages would accuse them of bringing trouble because they had stopped giving gifts to the evil spirits. But as the missionaries and African Christians learned together what it meant to trust God and worship Him, more and more people chose to follow the Jesus way.
Slide 16: The four mission stations that were started by the early Brethren in Christ missionaries are still around. These are Matopo, Mtshabezi (m-cha-BAY-zee), Wanezi, and Phumula, each with schools, a clinic or hospital, a farm, and—of course—a church. 
Slide 17: The Zimbabwe Brethren in Christ Church has grown to more than 30,000 members in 300 congregations. In 1998, 100 years after the Brethren in Christ first came to Zimbabwe, a group from the Zimbabwe Brethren in Christ Church went to be missionaries in the neighboring country of Botswana. That would make the first five missionaries to Africa very happy. God is happy, too. 
Slide 18: Now you know how the Brethren in Christ came to Zimbabwe (and stayed).
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