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I have often remarked to people that the single most significant factor in my maturing in Christian discipleship was the opportunities I’ve had to experience short-term mission trips.  

My first experience was two weeks of summer service in Oregon, where I mowed lawns, worked with kids, and painted an elderly woman’s rundown house. The following summer, I and my best friend Kent, spent a couple of weeks at the BIC Mission in San Francisco, where we experienced city life up-close-and-personal for the first time.  
Subsequent experiences during college took me to Mexico, Europe, and then back to San Francisco for a semester-long Urban Studies Program.  After being a youth pastor for two years, I spent a year doing Voluntary Service (VS) in the Bronx, NY, before attending seminary and completing my pastoral internship in Philadelphia, PA.

I mention all of this because I have been impressed with how many young people (and some not so young) have been serving the Lord in remarkable ways and places this summer. I know of individuals that have traveled to London to minister to Muslims, to Malawi in Africa to work with AIDS orphans, to Mexico to build a ministry center for migrant workers, and to Honduras and Brazil to help support the growing church in these countries. Others have been ministering closer to home, at our Mile High Pines Camp in SoCal, as well as Gretna Glen in Pennsylvania.  And that’s only individuals from our Midwest and Pacific Conferences; I’m sure the amount of service being performed across the church in North America this summer is absolutely staggering.

One thing we need to be reminded of when we send our young people on trips such as these is that they aren’t just extended cross-cultural vacations for kids. When we send our youth out to do Kingdom work, we are sending them to the front lines of ministry.  These teens give and grow, but sometimes they give and don’t come back.
Just this past month a van full of young people from a local Presbyterian church in our city, returning from a service trip to another part of the state, was hit head-on, tragically killing the youth pastor’s wife, and three of the teenagers.  Even as our city is in mourning and families are experiencing the ultimate grief, I am reminded once again that we are raising our children to follow Christ, and to serve him, even unto death.

When you receive this newsletter, my almost-16-year-old Maddy will have spent a week in Mexico, living at an orphanage, and ministering to kids who don’t have a family to call their own. My heart’s greatest desire is that God would use her and the other young people going on this trip, to be the hands, feet and heart of Christ to those who live apart from his love.

My daughter is only one of so many across the church who are maturing in Christian discipleship during this sending summer. As you read through this month’s newsletter and hear about young people being sent to serve God all over the world, remember to pray for their safety, since they truly are on the front lines of ministry. But even more so, pray that God would mold them into the kind of disciples that would come to learn and experience what it means to live lives of sacrificial and loving service to their Lord and Savior.
      -Bishop Perry

