In the previous two articles, we
have looked at what a church should
be. First, a true church is a group of
people each of whom has come to
believe the unigue claims of Jesus
Christ as Son of God and Savior of
the world. The church is, then, a gath-
ering of believers; anyone not a
believer in Jesus Christ as Savior and
Lord does not rightly belong as a
member of a church.

Then we focused on what a church
does when its members come togeth-
er. We highlighted worship and edifi-
cation. We also took a look at the
“one another” passages in the epis-
tles and thought a bit about what it
means to be committed to one anoth-
er in such a way that we give, receive,
and grow spiritually, and progres-
sively become like Jesus.

Now let's be hypothetical and say
we are perfectly fulfilling all these
things. Let's say that every one of us
15 solid in our commitment to Jesus,
and have the assurance that if we died
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before this day was over, we would
g0 to be with our Lord. Let's say, too,
that when we go to church Sunday
after Sunday, we consciously feel
God's presence and always give him
our praise, honor, and adoration.

What's more, let’s assume that we
all understand what edification is, are
commutted to it, and do it. We only
have to look at one another for the
vers¢ from Ephesians 4:13 to come
to mind (where it reads, “until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the
knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of
Christ™). To become like Jesus and to
help everyone else do the same is our
highest priority. In other words, I'm
assuming for the moment that we all
know Jesus, we regularly worship
him, and we're helping one another
grow in spiritual knowledge and obe-
dience.

As glonous as that might sound,
and would be, we would not be faith-
ful as a church if that alone described
us. The church does not exist only to
give us a means of corporate worship,
or as a place where we can come
apart from a sinful world and learn a

new way of life. The church is also
God's way of bnnging hope and life
and peace to that sinful world. We
have a task to do that takes us outside
the walls of the church. That's why |
say that evangelism is the outward
look.

o0 often our outward look is

not motivated by evangelism.

We look out on a world full of
perplexity, hostility, and immorality,
and are glad that we have a relatively
safe place like the church where we
can, in a sense, hide away. Al iis
worst, non-Christizns are threats to
our security; at its best, they are peo-
ple with whom we have an uneasy
detente. Maybe we work with them,
live beside them, or even share in
some common activity with them, but
there’s an unspoken agreement to
leave religion out of the relationship.
It's altogether possible that we do not
even think in terms of Christian and
non-Chnistian with our close acquain-
tances, Then, non-Christians become
only those people who do all the ter-
rible things we hear about, but never
see. Maybe we have even fallen into
the popular way of thinking that says
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my faith is good for me, but whatev-
er makes the other person happy 15
OK too.

One of the main reasons that we
lose our evangelistic perspective 1s
that, for one reason or another, we get
closer to the world than we are to
God. To see people from God's point
of view—even a little bit—means we
have to be close to God. How is
God's purpose of an earth full of his
people going 1o happen if those who
already belong to him do not share
that vision? Perhaps no other activity
of Christian people reveals their true
spiritual state better than their com-
mitment to evangelism. A church full
of people who have no vision for
evangelism is a church that has lost
touch with the heart of God.

Other things can be substituted 5o
that there is a semblance of life. A
big emphasis can be placed on the
Christian lifestyle. A lot of activity
can be generated within programs for
both the church iiself as well as the
community. Usually, the one charae-
teristic of those programs is that they
are safe and easily managed, There
1% little to cause offense, There is lit-
tle that calls for the people in the
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church to really put their faith in God
to the test. The priority for all of
life—even church life—is personal
peace and security. Church life, in
those circumslances, is usually in-
grown. The one criterion that judges
all decisions, at least subconsciously,
is whether a particular program or
ministry will leave people comifort-
able. In short, it is the difference
between life merely governed by stat-
ic religion or life that is in dynamic
touch with the living God. And only
those lives who are in touch with God
understand his purposes and make
them a part of their lives.

One of those purposes is that the
whole earth will be full of God's
glory. That was God's design when
he created man and woman. God's
glory rested on those human beings,
and an earth full of a humanity of that
nature would have meant an earth full
of God's glory in a very unigue way.
Rather than be defeated in his pur-
pose, God designed another way for
people to know his glory once the
earth was subjected to the fall. Let
mee just affirm once again, the world
as we now know it is not what God
intended. We can only glimpse by
faith a bat of what 1t wall be like one
day, as God has purposed. One day it
will be remade in the order of what
God first had in mind.

But for that to happen, people
belonging to God must fill the new
earth, because the one thing that it
seems God isn't going to create again
15 people. He will fill his new earth
with the old earth people whom he
has redeemed. That's one way 1o look
at the whole unfolding story of salva-
tion in the Scriptures. God has
worked to tum the chaos we've cre-
ated into something consistent with
what he wanted from the very begin-
ning. Let's consider a few examples
from the Bible.

When Adam and Eve first sinned,
God could have destroyed them and
started over. Instead, he promused the
woman that she would bring salva-
tion to her offspring. When God
judged the earth in Noah's day he
could have made a clean sweep and
started over. But again he purposed to
save the human creation. By the ime

And we, who with
unveiled faces all
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glory, are being trans-
formed into his [iKe-
ness with ever-increas-
ing glory, which comes
from the Lord, who is
the Spirit.
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The god of this age
has blinded the minds
of unbelievers, so that

Hify cannot see the

light of the gospel of
the glory of Christ,
who is the image of
God. For we do not
preach ourselves, but
Jesus Christ as Lord,
and ourselves as your
servants for Jesus’
sake. For God, who
said, “Let light shine
out of darkness, " made
his light shine in our
hearts to give us the
light of the Knowledge
of the glory of God in
the face of Christ.
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